Intro to Photography
Figure / Ground Study
Objective
Understand how to organize visual information to clarify and communicate your vision.
Figure-Ground can mean:  subject-background relationship.  If figure and ground are similar, perception may be difficult.  To help clarify your photographic vision, it’s important to determine meaningful content (figure) from background or support (ground).
Figure-ground can be weak or strong.
Assignment Instruction:
Part One – Observing the Scene:
Without a camera, observe a scene that you would like to photograph.
Determine what interests you and answer the following questions on a piece of paper:
· What is the subject (figure)?
· What is the surrounding area (ground)?
· How do they relate to each other?
· Is the subject clear?
· What distracting elements do I see and how can I remove them from my images?
· Does the ground support the subject?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How can you help the viewer see the relationship?
	
Part Two – Photographing the Scene:
Photograph the scene that you observed above exploring ways to take advantage of the Figure / Ground Relationship.  Take the time to explore your scene with your camera.  Try to find more than one “right answer.”  You should shoot about 36 images.  

Turn in your observation notes and your 2 best (and uniquely different) images of the scene you photographed.  4x6 prints of your images will be fine.
Assignment Timeline:
This assignment will be due in one week.	Due Date: _________________________
Grading (5 Points Possible):
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