Basic Photography
Portraiture Hand-out
Light positions:
· Key (Main) Light – The light that is the brightest on your subject.

· Fill (Ambient) Light – The light that fills in the shadows and controls contrast.

· Background Light – The light that illuminates the background.

· Hair Light (Kicker Light) – Illuminates the top of the head and helps separate the subject from the background.

Lighting Patterns:
· Side Light (Split Light) – The key light illuminates half of the face, with the shadow transfer falling on the nose line.  This light is great for making the face seem narrower.
· Loop Light – The key light illuminates the face so that the shadow from the nose forms a loop.
· Butterfly (Glamour light) – The key light illuminates the face so that the shadow from the nose falls directly under the nose.  This accents the cheek bones and helps hide double chin.

· Rembrandt Light – The key light illuminates the face so that the shadow from the nose merges with the shadow on the side of the face leaving a small triangle of light on the cheek under the eye.
· Backlit – The subject is in shadow.  Little or no detail is seen on the subject.  This type of light is more about shape and line than it is about the subject itself.

Portrait Styles:
· Formal portraits:  The formal portrait is when the photographer has complete control of the situation.  The light, the environment, the background, pose, dress, etc….  In this formal approach, the photographer is like a movie director.  This style will show more about the photographer’s point of view than the individual.
· Informal portraits:  The informal portrait is usually a little bit more natural than the formal.  Both the photographer and the person being photographed have equal control over what needs to be portrayed.  This approach allows the personality traits of the individual being photographed shine through.
· Candid portrait:  The candid portrait is where the subject has no idea they are being photographed.  Since so many people are “afraid” of having their picture taken, this approach captures the complete essence of a person’s character and personality.
